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COVID-19
ANTIBODY TEST
Are You Immune?

The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic is caused by a virus called SARS-CoV2. This virus is relatively new, 
biologically speaking, which is why it is often referred to as the Novel Coronavirus—because before 

late 2019, this virus has not been seen before in the human population.

Humans have not developed widespread immunity to this 
virus. However, thousands of people have been infected 
with this virus and recovered. They will typically have 
antibodies to this virus present in their blood, long after 
symptoms are gone. 

If you have antibodies to SARS-CoV2 in your blood, 
regardless of whether or not you had symptoms, it 
suggests you may be immune to getting the disease 
again.1

DOES THIS TEST CORRELATE WITH THE SEVERITY OF 
THE DISEASE?
No. In fact, the result may indicate you were infected with 
the SARS-CoV2 virus even if you showed no symptoms 
whatsoever. A person who was hospitalized in critical 
condition and a person who had barely a slight cough 
could both show antibodies to this virus. It had nothing to 
do with the severity of the disease. In fact, this test does 
NOT tell you if you are currently infected with the virus—it 
only tells you if your body has manufactured antibodies 
to this virus, which suggests a past (but possibly, current) 
infection.

WHAT DOES THE ANTIBODY COVID-19 MEASURE?
This blood test measures antibodies (IgM and IgG) in the 
blood that are present when a person has been exposed 
to a virus and built an immune defense against it. 

Since the SARS-CoV2 virus is structurally similar to some 
other viruses, particularly those that cause respiratory 
symptoms, there is a small chance of a false positive test 
—i.e. the results can be positive even if the person has not 
had SARS-CoV2 virus but has built immunity to a different 
(but similarly shaped) virus.

IgM IgG INTERPRETATION
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Person has not been infected with the 

SARS-CoV2 virus
Or

Person has not yet produced antibodies in
response to the virus, which occurs very early 

in infection, typically prior to symptoms.3

Suggests patient is in very early stages of 
infection.

Suggests patient is in active phase of 
infection.

Suggests a past or current infection.

TIME FROM 
EXPOSURE

TIME FROM 
SYMPTOM ONSET

IgM ≥12 days ≥5 days

IgG ≥3 weeks ≥2 weeks

2 This Coronavirus instant test kit has not been reviewed by the FDA and results from 
antibody testing should not be used as the sole basis to diagnose or exclude SARS-
CoV-2 infection or to inform infection status.
3 If symptoms or a positive PCR test exists, patient may want to consider follow-up 
testing after several days.

1 Because this virus has only recently come into existence, scientists are still learning 
about the human immune response to the disease. Although the presence of 
antibodies against SARS-CoV2 suggests immunity, it is not yet been proven. In 
addition, even in other viral diseases such as measles and chicken pox, for example, 
for which immunity after infection or a vaccine is well understood, there are still cases 
of people being re-infected with a viral disease for which they once had antibodies, 
as it is possible for immunity to wane over extended periods of time.
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